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Joliet Public Library 

MINUTES

Library Trustee Program Committee Meeting ~ October 29,  2009
5:00 p.m. ~ Main Library

Convene and Call to Order
Chair Emmie Ostrem was sick and unable to attend.  Board President Dan Hopkins called the meeting to order at 4:55 p.m.   Present were Trustees Hopkins, Jean Smiles, James Sczepaniak, Nancy Henricksen, Ron Cornelius, and Kennedy Millsap (5:04 pm).  Staff present were Director John Spears, Assistant Director Dianne Harmon, and Secretary Mary Jane Bank.


Purpose of Meeting – Issuance of Library Cards to Residents of Transitional Housing 

The statutory mission of the library is to provide the greatest service to the greatest number of residents.  The question is, does the definition of a resident mean one who pays taxes – either through a tax bill or by paying rent to a taxpayer – or can the definition of a resident be extended to residents of transitional housing such as Daybreak, Stepping Stones, Morning Star Mission, Guardian Angel Community Services, and Lambs Fold.  These transitional housing facilities are tax exempt.

Residents of transitional housing are mostly interested in using the public computers at the library.  Except for the 15-minute email station, computer use is restricted to persons holding a library card from any public library in Illinois or persons fitting the parameters of receiving a guest pass.

In March of 2008, the library began issuing cards to residents of transitional housing facilities when two local agencies said they would be responsible for any financial losses to the library by residents of transitional housing.  In the ensuing 18-month period, 200 cards have been issued with unreturned materials’ cost paralleling the general population.  To date, the two agencies have not reimbursed the library for lost materials.

The library recently purchased 62 computers with “Eliminate the Digital Divide” grant money.  The purpose of this grant is to serve low-income residents in Will and Kendall counties and persons who need computer and technology training to apply for jobs.  Residents of transitional housing could fall into this category of patron.

The Committee decided to continue the current practice of issuing library cards to residents of transitional housing.  The Committee acknowledged that transitional housing residents qualify to use the “Digital Divide” computers.  These practices will be presented to the full Board for action at the regular November board meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 6:08 pm.
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