Joliet Public Library

Program Committee Meeting
August 4, 2004
5:00 p.m. – Main Library


Convene and Call to Order
Chair Emita Ostrem called the meeting to order at 4:59 p.m.  Present were Trustees James Sczepaniak, Nancy Henricksen, and Emita Ostrem.  Trustee Oscar Edmon arrived at 5:10 p.m.  Staff present were Director James Johnston, Assistant Director John Mozga, and Associate Director Dianne Harmon.


Internet Filtering
The meeting was called to form a policy decision on the issue of installing filtering software on the Library’s Internet computers.  Although the Library has traditionally been opposed to filtering as a violation of the First Amendment, those present acknowledged that filtering may be a necessity in order to receive federal monies.  The Library is not in a financial position now to impede possible revenue.  Many patrons have expressed concern about the availability of  unfiltered Internet access at youth computers.  A Library traditionally reflects the community mores and the collection has been filtered since 1886 – thus a precedent has been set.  City Corporate Counsel Jeff Plyman was asked for a legal opinion on the subject to which he said he would offer no opinion but thought we should do something.  Filtering seems to be working in the School District 86 computers.  Mrs. Harmon submitted a statement of the public services viewpoint on filtering as attached to these minutes.

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Oscar Edmon seconded to accept the last paragraph of Mrs. Harmon’s statement (as stated below) as the Library’s position on Internet filtering with a detailed plan to follow outlining specific costs and procedures.  Motion passed unanimously.

STATEMENT
It is not appropriate to filter access to constitutionally protected speech for adults.  However, we do acknowledge that not everything that is legal is appropriate in a public place.  Forcing a viewpoint or viewing on others is never appropriate.  Not everything that is appropriate for adults is appropriate or desirable for children.  Therefore, we propose to offer parents a choice.  The basic child access to the Internet will be filtered.  However, only parents or legal guardians will have the option of allowing their child access to unfiltered Internet.  It will be a parental choice and action.  Staff will be able to turn off the filter per parental or guardian request.  Young people age 14 and over are considered young adults and allowed to make their own choices.


PC Upgrade and SIRSI Workstation Upgrade

At the request of John Mozga, Computer Technician Marc Sims has recommended upgrades to 53 computers at the Library for a total cost of $14,840 as presented on the attachment dated July 22, 2004.

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept the recommendation of Marc Sims and John Mozga to perform the upgrades to the computers as listed on the attachment dated July 22, 2004, in the amount of $14,840 and present this recommendation to the full Board for approval.  Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to adjourn at 6:40 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.







