Joliet Public Library

Library Trustees Monthly Board Meeting
November 18, 2004
7:30 p.m. – Black Road Branch Library


1. Convene and Call to Order
President Ron Cornelius called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


2. Roll Call
Present were Trustees Ron Cornelius, Emmie Ostrem, Lynn Samalea, Dan Hopkins, Oscar Edmon, Nancy Henricksen, and Kennedy Millsap.  Staff present were James Johnston, John Mozga, Dianne Harmon, Allen Totherow and Mary Jane Bank.


3. Oaths of Office
President Ronald E. Cornelius, Vice President Emita R. Ostrem, Secretary Lynn Poper Samalea, and Treasurer Daniel W. Hopkins were administered the oaths of office.


4. Agenda Revisions – None.


5. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Kennedy Millsap seconded to accept the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2004.  Motion passed unanimously.


6. Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Emmie Ostrem seconded to accept and authorize for payment the November 18, 2004 Accounts Payable for $136,608.27, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $162,641.96, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 10/22/04, and 11/05/04, in the amount of $40,796.59 for a total of $340,046.82.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting yes:  Cornelius, Ostrem, Samalea, Hopkins, Edmon, Henricksen, and Millsap.
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Oscar Edmon seconded to accept and file for audit the Balance Sheet dated 10/31/04, the October Report of Accounts 101010, 15, 17, 18, and the Tax Distribution Report.  Motion passed unanimously.


7. Librarian’s Report was presented by Director James Johnston as included in the Board packet.  Additional remarks are stated below.

Budget
The City has accepted our 2005 budget request.  Director Johnston thanked all the Trustees who encouraged City officials to accept our budget.  A three-percent wage increase is included.  Funding for a capital maintenance program is not included.  Capital maintenance should become a part of future budgets so that the Library will have the money should a major mechanical failure occur.  Director Johnston said that the City has included funding for a traffic light at the Black Road Branch in their budget.  Director Johnston said that the efficient and effective financial accounting of the Library by Business Office staff Janie Rodriguez and Mary Jane Bank greatly assists him in budget preparation.

ACTION ITEMS
Dan Hopkins moved and Oscar Edmon seconded to accept the action items as listed on the agenda:
1.  JPL Resolution No 1-04 – A Resolution Authorizing the Joliet Public Library to Borrow Funds on an Interim Basis.
2.  The JPL Internet Filtering Policy as stated below
Whereas a better-informed public can make better choices – it is critical for the current and future well being of the citizens of Joliet that their public library offer access to a wide range of information.  Pre-digested information designed to avoid offending anyone does not improve anyone’s ability to think for themselves or make appropriate choices for their lives.  The Internet can be a rich resource for information, and filtering access to that information is not in the public’s best interest.
That being said, we acknowledge the concerns about children’s/minors’ access to that same range of information.  Information that is appropriate, and even necessary, for an adult to make informed decisions, may be inappropriate for some children/minors.  Parents or legal guardians are still the best “filter” for their children/minors and are the only ones who can best determine what is appropriate for their own child/minor.

It is not appropriate to filter access to constitutionally protected speech for adults, age 18 and older.  However, we do acknowledge that not everything in a free society is appropriate in a public place.  Forcing a viewpoint or viewing on others is never appropriate.  Not everything that is appropriate for adults is appropriate or desirable for children/minors.  Therefore, we propose to offer parents a choice.  The basic child/minor access to the Internet will be filtered.  However, only parents or legal guardians will have the option of allowing their child/minor access to unfiltered Internet.  It will be a parental choice and action.  Staff will be able to turn off the filter per parental or guardian request.
3.  JPL Plan of Service – Vision 2020 – Update 2004 as introduced at the October Board meeting.
4.  2005 JPL Budget, Levy, Appropriation document.
Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “yes:”  Cornelius, Ostrem, Samalea, Hopkins, Edmon, Henricksen, and Millsap.

8. Assistant Librarian’s Report was presented as included in the Board packet.

9. Committee Reports
 
Executive Committee – No Report. 
Building and Grounds Committee – No Report  
Finance Committee - No report.
Personnel Committee – No Report
Program Committee – No Report
Automation Committee–  No Report.  

10. Unfinished Business -  None


11. New Business – None 

12. Staff Reports – As included in the Board packet.  
Emmie Ostrem and Kennedy Millsap volunteered to represent the Board on the Collection Development Committee.  Ron Cornelius said he would attend also when available. 


13. Public Participation – None


14. Announcements – 
President Ron Cornelius expressed his appreciation to all who called and sent cards to him during his recovery from heart surgery.
Dan Hopkins expressed his appreciation to all who extended their sympathy to him on the recent death of his father.
 
15. Adjournment
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Kennedy Millsap seconded to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.







