Joliet Public Library

Library Trustees Monthly Board Meeting
May 20, 2004
7:30 p.m. – Black Road Branch


1. Convene and Call to Order
President James Sczepaniak called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Sheila Kinsella led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 


2. Roll Call
Present were Trustees Sczepaniak, Oscar Edmon, Nancy Henricksen, Dan Hopkins, and Emmie Ostrem.  Ron Cornelius arrived at 7:32 p.m.; Lynn Samalea arrived at 7:42 p.m.    Staff present  were  James Johnston, John Mozga, Dianne Harmon, Allen Totherow, Jane Kauzlaric, Linda Atkinson, Sheila Kinsella and Mary Jane Bank.    


3. Agenda Revisions – None.

4. Summer Reading Club Presentation – Jane Kauzlaric, Linda Atkinson, and Sheila Kinsella.
Staff from the Youth Services Department at both locations gave an overview of the Summer Reading Club and showed some of the activities and hand-outs.  This year’s theme, “Explore the Reading Trail,” celebrates the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark expedition.


5. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Oscar Edmon moved and Ron Cornelius seconded to accept the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of April 15, 2004.  Motion passed unanimously.


6. Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION:  Emmie Ostrem moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and authorize for payment the May 20, 2004 Accounts Payable for $111,212.97, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $150,574.75, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 4/23/04, and 5/07/04 in the amount of $39,679.72 for a total of $301,467.44.
Motion passed with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Sczepaniak, Edmon, Henricksen, Hopkins, Ostrem, Samalea, and Cornelius.
MOTION:  Emmie Ostrem moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and file for audit the Balance Sheet dated 04/30/04, the April Report of Accts 101010,15,17,18, and the Tax Distribution Report.  Motion passed unanimously.


7. Librarian’s Report was presented by Director James Johnston as included in the Board packet.  Additional remarks are stated below. 

Question:  What is the status of the joint effort by area libraries to provide library service in the unserved areas west of Route 59?
Response:  The Plainfield Township District Library is not interested in participating in the project right now.  They are eyeing a possible future Branch near that area that will be funded, in large part, by a housing developer’s contributions.  Troy and Channahon still seem interested in the joint effort but other libraries seem to be lukewarm toward the idea.  The town of Newark, which now operates a volunteer library, has expressed interest in joining the PALS system and going on-line.
Director Johnston said that, in the future, there will be a need for another Joliet branch library west of Route 59.  It would be smaller than the Black Road Branch – probably 15,000 square feet –and would provide mostly popular materials such as adult fiction, children’s materials and audio/visual.  Funding could come from the increase in builders’ impact fees.  
 
Action Items
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept the FY03 Annual Report and send it to the Illinois State Library.  Motion passed unanimously.


8. Assistant Librarian’s Report was presented by John Mozga as attached.
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Lynn Samalea seconded to accept the recommendation of staff to declare the Framed Art Prints as excess inventory and remove them from circulation, and also to approve the disposal of the surplus property as inventoried in Mr. Mozga’s report.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Sczepaniak, Hopkins, Ostrem, Samalea, Cornelius, Henricksen, and Edmon.

9. Committee Reports
 
Executive – President Sczepaniak extended the Board’s appreciation to the Friends for their recent, very successful book sale, and to Jenny of Jenny’s Café for the Board meeting’s refreshments.  On behalf of the Board, President Sczepaniak extended congratulations to Dianne Harmon for being elected vice president-president elect of the Illinois Library Association.
Building and Grounds – No report.
Finance - No report. 
Personnel – At the March 18, 2004 Board meeting, President Sczepaniak asked the Personnel Committee to review the ILA award criteria and determine if any of our staff qualified for nomination.  Chair Henricksen reported that, because the criteria included past membership and participation in ILA, most of our staff did not qualify for nomination.  Although the JPL staff members are exceedingly talented, the two requirements seem to be the apparent reason that so few nominations are submitted and thus so many awards go unclaimed throughout the State of Illinois.
Program – Director Johnston asked the Program Committee to take a look at several issues that have been put on hold.  He said he would draft a list and send it to Chair Ostrem.
A JOINT PERSONNEL AND PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEETING WAS CALLED FOR 5:00 P.M., JUNE 15.  REMINDER NOTICES WILL BE SENT TO ALL BOARD MEMBERS.
Automation – No report.


10. Unfinished Business -  None

11. New Business – None
12. Staff Reports – As included in the Board packet.  
Mrs. Harmon updated the Board on changes to her report.  The Joliet session for the Library Leaders in Community Crisis grant will be May 26th.  Speakers will meet with Joliet Public Library staff at 10:30 a.m. at the Main Library and 2:00 p.m. at the Branch.  Mrs. Harmon urged Board members to attend the community session at 4:30 p.m. at the Branch where community and library leaders will work to acknowledge the needed resources in a community emergency situation.  Reminder notices will be sent to all board members.


13.  Public Participation – None


14. Announcements – Because of traffic congestion in the City Center during Cruise Nites, the Board will meet at the Branch during the summer months of June, July and August.
15. Adjournment
MOTION:  Lynn Samalea moved and Dan Hopkins seconded to adjourn at 8:59 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.







