Joliet Public Library

Library Trustees Monthly Board Meeting
February 17, 2005

7:30 p.m. – Main Library


1. Convene and Call to Order
Vice President Emmie Ostrem called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m.  Mary Jane Bank led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


2. Roll Call
Present were Trustees Ostrem, Dan Hopkins, Lynn Samalea, and Kennedy Millsap.  Oscar Edmon arrived at 7:38 p.m.  Staff present were James Johnston, John Mozga, Dianne Harmon, Darlene Bull, Nancy Johnson, and Mary Jane Bank.


3. Agenda Revisions – None.

4. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Lynn Samalea moved and Dan Hopkins seconded to accept the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of January 20, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.


5. Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Kennedy Millsap seconded to accept and authorize for payment the February 17, 2005, Accounts Payable for $78,416.66, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $167,897.36, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 01/28/05, and 02/11/05 in the amount of $42,597.95 for a total of $288,911.97.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”   Hopkins, Edmon, Millsap, Samalea, and Ostrem.
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Kennedy Millsap seconded to accept and file for audit the Balance Sheet dated 01/31/05, and the January Report of Accounts 101010, 15, 17, 18.   Motion passed unanimously.


6. Librarian’s Report was presented by Director James Johnston as included in the Board packet.
Director Johnston brought attention to the statistics report for January 2005.  Both the Main Library and the Branch Library show increased circulation and activity when compared to the January 2004 statistics.  Mr. Johnston said that the Main Library’s higher circulation is actually a restoration of the activity prior to the opening of the Branch Library in 2003.

Director Johnston brought attention to the City’s recent study/ordinance which was adopted November 16, 2004, and is called the “Kendall County Sub Area Comprehensive Plan.”  The study area contains 34.7 square miles bounded by County Line Road, Brisbin Road, US 52, and Wheeler Road.  A new sewage treatment facility is scheduled for construction on a 40-acre site located north of Jones Road and west of Ridge Road.  It will have a design capacity to accommodate a population equivalent of approximately 77,000 residents.  This potential growth to the City of Joliet will require future planning of library service for these far-west residents.

ACTION ITEMS:
i)  recommendation to increase staff life insurance benefit
The administrators of the Illinois Library Employee Benefit Fund offered JPL the option to increase the life insurance benefit from $25,000 to $50,000 per staff.  The cost to the Library, at current rates, would be $7.25 more a month for each of the 37 full-time staff.  (See explanation in Director’s report.)  The deadline for a decision is February 28, 2005. 
Dan Hopkins felt that the existing $25,000 benefit was reasonable.  In light of the additional costs to repair the elevator this year, he felt that it would be fiscally responsible to keep the cost of the life insurance benefit the same.  He asked to offer the vote to the full Board.
Kennedy Millsap said that the employees are underpaid and that this benefit would add a little more to their package.
Emmie Ostrem said that a $50,000 life insurance benefit would be a helpful asset in attracting new staff.
Lynn Samalea said that the Library’s best asset is its employees.
Since the item needed action by February 28, and since there was some discussion about presenting it to the rest of the Board for a vote, Director Johnston clarified the voting process.  He said that a majority of quorum, or three “ayes,” would carry the motion (since there were five Trustees present).  If at least three Trustees voted “present,” the vote would not carry a majority of quorum and a telephone poll of the other Trustees could be conducted.
MOTION:  Lynn Samalea moved and Dan Hopkins seconded to increase the life insurance benefit for full-time employees to $50,000.  The Trustees voted as follows:  Emmie Ostrem, present; Lynn Samalea, yes; Dan Hopkins, present; Oscar Edmon, yes; and Kennedy Millsap, yes.  Motion carried.

ii) recommendation to award branch landscape maintenance contract
Bids were opened February 10, 2005.  Grasshopper Lawn and Landscape of Joliet was the lowest bidder at $9,500; George’s Landscaping, Inc. of Joliet was the second lowest bidder at $11,473.  Director Johnston said that the City is happy with the work that George’s Landscaping does, but that Grasshopper’s work is also good.  He said that, based on the good recommendation, George’s might do a better job but that it is not the better quote.
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Lynn Samalea seconded to accept the bid of Grasshopper Lawn and Landscape of Joliet for $9500.  The Trustees voted as follows:  Emmie Ostrem, yes; Lynn Samalea, yes; Dan Hopkins, yes; Oscar Edmon, yes; and Kennedy Millsap, present.  Motion carried.


7. Assistant Librarian’s Report.  John Mozga presented his report as attached.  

8. Committee Reports
 
Executive Committee – No Report. 
Building and Grounds Committee – No Report.  
Finance Committee - No Report.
Personnel Committee – No Report.
Program Committee – No Report
Automation Committee–  No Report.  

9. Unfinished Business -  None


10. New Business – None 

11. Staff Reports – As included in the Board packet.  


12. Public Participation – None


13. Announcements –  None
  
14. Adjournment
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Kennedy Millsap seconded to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.







