Joliet Public Library

Library Trustees Monthly Board Meeting
August 16, 2007

7:00 p.m. – Branch Library


1. Convene and Call to Order
President Emmie Ostrem called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. and Ron Cornelius led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   


2. Roll Call
Present were President Ostrem, Vice President Dan Hopkins, Trustees Nancy Henricksen, James Sczepaniak, and Ron Cornelius.  Staff present were James Johnston, John Mozga, Dianne Harmon, Nancy Johnson, Darlene Bull, Linda Ward-Callaghan, Jane Kauzlaric, and Mary Jane Bank.  Visitors were Melissa Brown and Matt Hanafee.


3. Agenda Revisions
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to move the Public Participation up in the agenda to accommodate the visitors who wished to address the Board.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Public Participation
Melissa I. Brown, Co-Chair of the Education Committee for the Will County Continuum of Care, and Matt Hanafee, Illinois Coalition to End Homelessness, requested that the Board reconsider the library’s public computer usage policy, specifically the requirement that anyone who wants to use the public computers must have a library card.  The library does not issue library cards to people who stay at the shelters because the shelters, in the past, have not paid for items lost or damaged by their residents.  Ms. Brown and Mr. Hanafee said that their people need to use the library’s computer programs to find jobs.  The Board offered the suggestion that they could contact the appropriate Will County agencies that provide assistance with job searches.  The Board said they would read the materials that Ms. Brown and Mr. Hanafee brought, that they would take their request under advice, and that they would be happy to partner with anyone willing to share the responsibility.  

5. Summer Reading Club Wrap-Up – Jane Kauzlaric and Linda Ward-Callaghan.
Statistics provided by Linda Ward-Callaghan, Youth Services Lead Professional, show that this year’s Summer Reading Club was a big success.  The number of readers was up 14.1% over last year.  The program attendance was up 21.8% over last year.  Circulation was up 4.5%.  The final party, held at Joliet’s Splash Station water park, had attendance up 57% over last year.  Over 1500 people enjoyed the Library’s party that evening.  Ms. Ward-Callaghan brought a slide show of this event that showed kids and adults cooling off in the pool, sliding down the water slides, and tubing down the Lazy River.  Jane Kauzlaric said statistics showed that more than half of the participation of the Summer Reading Club was at the Branch.

6. Nomination, Election, and Swearing-in of 2007-08 Officers
After verifying that the current officers were available to serve, Trustee Henricksen, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, made the following motion:
MOTION:  Nancy Henricksen moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to nominated the following slate of officers for 2007-08: Emita R. Ostrem, President; Daniel W. Hopkins, Vice President; Kennedy Millsap, Secretary; Lynn Poper Samalea, Treasurer.   Motion passed unanimously.
There being no additional nominations, the nominations were closed.
MOTION:  Nancy Henricksen moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to elect the following slate of officers for 2007-08:  Emita R. Ostrem, President; Daniel W. Hopkins, Vice President; Kennedy Millsap, Secretary; Lynn Poper Samalea, Treasurer.  Motion passed unanimously.
The oaths of office will be administered at the next meeting since two of the officers were not present.

7. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to accept the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of July 19, 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.


8. Treasurer’s Report
Dan Hopkins was appointed Treasurer Pro Tem.
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and authorize for payment the August 16, 2007, Accounts Payable for $106,824.62, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $205,976.84, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 7/27/07, and 8/10/07 in the amount of $50,096.31 for a total of $362,897.77.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:” Ostrem, Hopkins, Sczepaniak, Henricksen and Cornelius.
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and file for audit the 07/31/07 Balance Sheets, the July Report of Accounts 101010, 15, 17, 18, and the Tax Distribution Report.  Motion passed unanimously.


9. Librarian’s Report -Director Johnston presented his report.  Details are in the budget packet.  Added to his report is an early look at the 2008 budget which is based on an estimated 10 percent increase in the City’s EAV.  The City is asking for budget figures early this year.
Action Items:
1. Surveillance Equipment/Nitec/LVS - $2,193.60
This equipment is needed to complete the surveillance package authorized in June.  A camera designed to shoot into light is needed for door surveillance.
2. Grasshopper Quotation for Branch Shrub Replacement - $3250
Sixty-five pieces of spirea shrubs need to be replaced at the Branch.  Price includes labor and mulch.
3. Low Voltage Cable Installation - $7,991
Assistant Director John Mozga requests authorization to pay Low Voltage to install the computer and telephone cables and the electrical outlets that are needed as part of the Main Library renovation project in the new basement and on the first floor.
4. Approval of Carpet Type to Seek Bid Requests
Carpeting included in the Phase II bid of the Main Library renovation project is for the new offices.  Trustees and staff are reviewing carpet samples for the public areas that are currently quoted at $126,360.  The usual allowance is $30 per square yard; this carpeting is $45 per square yard.  Director Johnston is seeking authorization to seek bids for carpeting not to exceed $130,000 for the public area carpeting.
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept the recommendation of staff and authorize the Action Items 1-4 as listed above.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Ostrem, Hopkins, Sczepaniak, Henricksen and Cornelius.
 

10. Assistant Librarian’s Report as included in the Board packet.

11. Committee Reports 
Executive Committee – No Report.
Buildings and Grounds Committee – No Report.
Finance Committee –  No  Report
Personnel Committee – No Report.
Program Committee – 
Safety Manual Draft
This document is presented for acceptance on an interim basis until City Corporate Counsel reviews it.  The Safety Manual will become part of the Disaster Recovery Plan.   
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Dan Hopkins seconded to accept the Safety Manual Draft on an interim basis with revision as per City Corporate Counsel.  Motion passed unanimously.
Automation Committee–  No Report.  
 

12. Unfinished Business – None

13. New Business – On behalf of the Board of Library Trustees, President Ostrem presented a donation to Trustee Sczepaniak in memory of his wife, Mary Clare Sczepaniak who, recently succumbed to cancer.  Trustee Sczepaniak thanked the Trustees and said he would meet with President Ostrem to determine an appropriate memorial.
Director Johnston noted that the picture on the front of the memorial card was just designed for the library as the new logo.  He asked Trustees if they liked it.

14. Staff Reports –  As included in the Board packet.  Trustees thanked Associate Director Dianne Harmon for presenting the state-mandated Trustee Workshop prior to this board meeting.  


15. Public Participation – None.


16. Announcements – None


17. Adjournment
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.







