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Joliet Public Library 

MINUTES

Library Trustee Board Meeting ~ November 19,,  2009

7:00 p.m. ~ Main Library

1. Convene and Call to Order

Board President Dan Hopkins called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.   John Spears led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   All present joined in singing “Happy Birthday” to Assistant Director Dianne Harmon.


2. Roll Call of Trustees

Trustees present were Dan Hopkins, Kennedy Millsap, Nancy Henricksen, James Sczepaniak, Emmie Ostrem, Ron Cornelius, Jean Smiles, and Lynn Samalea.  Staff present were John Spears, Dianne Harmon, Darlene Bull, Nancy Johnson, Marcia Frowein, Anneta Drilling, and Mary Jane Bank. 


3. Agenda Revisions – None


4. Reference Database Review – Marcia Frowein, I.S. Lead Professional Librarian

The library subscribes to many on-line data bases that our patrons can access from their home computers.  Mrs. Frowein reviewed the scope of these databases and the frequency of use by our patrons.  Her report is attached in the board packet.  Some of these databases are quite costly.  Should future budget restraints warrant, the library will have to evaluate if certain data bases are being used enough to continue the subscription. 


5. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Nancy Henricksen moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to accept the October 15, 2009 Monthly Board Meeting minutes and the October 29, 2009 Program Committee Meeting minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.


6.  Treasurer’s Report 

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and authorize for payment the November 19, 2009, Accounts Payable for $106,008.43, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $362,063.24, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 10/16/09, 10/30/09, and 11/13/09, in the amount of $82,448.74 for a total of $550,520.41.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:” Hopkins, Millsap, Henricksen, Sczepaniak, Ostrem, Cornelius, Smiles, and Samalea.
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and file for audit the 10/31/09 Balance Sheets, the October Report of Accounts 101010,15,17, and 18, and the Tax Distribution Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

8.   Librarian’s Report – 
This is the first board meeting with John Spears on the staff as the Library’s new director.  His written report -- included in the board packet -- described his budget discussions with the City, gave an update on the status of the Branch Café, listed the changes in the Freedom of Information Act and the Open Meetings Act, reported on his attendance at the “Summit on the Future of Library Cooperation in Illinois,” and listed the meetings, events and trainings that he has attended since coming aboard.

H1N1 VIRUS
Director Spears outlined the precautions that the library is taking to control the spread of the H1N1 virus at the library.  He recommended that the library take an additional step and offer sick pay to employees not normally eligible.  This would encourage those who are feeling ill with the H1N1 to stay home and not risk infecting their coworkers.  This provision would expire at the end of the flu season.  Other organizations are already doing this.
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Emmie Ostrem seconded to accept the recommendation of Director Spears to allow paid sick time to staff infected by the H1N1 virus with the stipulation that administration give the board a monthly accounting of the temporary provision.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Hopkins, Millsap, Henricksen, Sczepaniak, Smiles, Samalea, Ostrem, and Cornelius.  

ACTION ITEMS

- USF CHRISTMAS PROGRAMMING SPONSORSHIP
In past years, the Library has purchased advertising space during the annual University of St. Francis 24-hour Christmas music programming, “The Spirit of Christmas.”   While the fee of $250 pays for 25 announcements, the station in past years has mentioned the library at additional times.  

- RESOLUTION 09-03 – INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN JPL AND LIMRICC
- RESOLUTION 09-05 – RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CHANGES IN LIMRICC BYLAWS
LIMRICC (Library Insurance Management and Risk Control Combination) has asked us to sign these two documents accepting the internal changes of this organization.  LIMRICC provides the Errors and Omissions insurance for the Library.  It also handles our unemployment compensation insurance and litigation.  Since LIMRICC is a consortium, they are required to get official approval from their members for the internal changes as Director Spears outlined in his report.  The end result for Joliet Public Library is that our annual cost is reduced by $1,500 per year.  In response to Trustee Sczepaniak’s request, Director Spears said he would provide the complete documentation to these two resolutions.

- RESOLUTION 09-04 – LIBRARY DIRECTOR JAMES JOHNSTON’S RECOGNITION
President Hopkins read the Resolution that recognizes Director Johnston for his many accomplishments during his 33-year tenure as Director (included in board packet).  This Resolution will be presented to Director Johnston at his recognition dinner on Thursday, December 10, 6:00 pm, at Al’s Steak House.  Invitations will be sent out but anyone may attend at their own expense.


- AUTHORIZATION FOR SURPLUS COMPUTER DISPOSAL
The library has surplus computers due to purchases of new computers through grants and the obsolescence of the old ones.  Director Spears outlined a sequential plan for the disposal of these computers:  sale to staff; sale to the public; distribution through PALS; recycling.

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Lynn Samalea seconded to accept the recommendations of Director Spears and authorize the action items as listed above.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Hopkins, Millsap, Henricksen, Sczepaniak, Cornelius, Ostrem, Samalea, and Smiles.


The Board congratulated Director Spears on his attendance at the 15+ city, civic, and library organization meetings he attended since becoming Director. 


10.  Assistant Director’s Report – Dianne Harmon
Mrs. Harmon reviewed items in her report as attached.
 
11.  Committee Reports

       a)  Executive – No report.

       b)  Buildings and Grounds – No report.
 
       c)  Finance – No report.  

       d) Personnel – No Report

      


      e) Program – No Report.

Trustee Sczepaniak asked to revisit the issue of “Issuing Library Cards to Residents of Transitional Housing” which was discussed at the October 29th Program Committee Meeting as reported in the minutes accepted at tonight’s meeting.  Chair Ostrem set a Program Committee Meeting for 6:30 pm immediately preceding the December Board Meeting on December 17th for this purpose.

       f) Technology – No Report


12.  Unfinished Business – None

13. New Business – None

14. Staff Reports – As included in the Board packet. 
 
15. Public Participation – None


16. Announcements –  The Board congratulated Jim Sczepaniak on his marriage to Fran Naal on November 7th.

17. Adjournment
MOTION:  Ron Cornelius moved and Lynn Samalea seconded to adjourn at 8:47 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
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