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Joliet Public Library 

MINUTES

Library Trustee Board Meeting ~ May 21,  2009
7:00 p.m. ~ Branch Library

1. Convene and Call to Order

Board President Dan Hopkins called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.   James Sczepaniak led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Trustee Frank Stewart was wished a very happy birthday.


2. Roll Call of Trustees

Trustees present were Dan Hopkins, Kennedy Millsap (7:05 pm), James Sczepaniak, Emmie Ostrem, Ron Cornelius, Jean Smiles Lynn Poper Samalea (7:15 pm), and Frank Stewart.  Staff present were John Mozga, Dianne Harmon, Darlene Bull, Ed Rodriguez, Nancy Johnson, Linda Ward-Callaghan, Laura Yanchick, and Mary Jane Bank.


3. Agenda Revisions – There will be no discussion or action taken on the action item listed on the agenda.


4. Summer Reading Club Presentation – Linda Ward-Callaghan and Laura Yanchick
”Read on the Wild Side” is the theme for this year’s Summer Reading Club (SRC).  New activities this year include a Nature Walk at the Branch, and, for the teens, a Spa Day, a Coffee House, and a Duct Tape Wallet craft.  The Adult Reading Club will be offering a $100 gift certificate to Jewel Food Store for first prize and a $50 gift certificate to Target Department Store for second prize.  Once again, some of the Joliet grade schools will offer reading days for those in their neighborhoods who cannot travel to the libraries.  Last year’s statistics showed increased participation and staff hope to improve even more this year.  They will present their summaries at the August board meeting.  The Board thanked Linda, Laura, and all the staff for their efforts during this very busy program.


5. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Frank Stewart seconded to accept the monthly board meeting minutes of April 16, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously.


5. Treasurer’s Report 

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Ron Cornelius seconded to accept and authorize for payment the May 21, 2009, Accounts Payable for $138,584.36, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $408,959.35, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 04/17/09, 05/01/09, and 5/15/09 in the amount of $82,566.64 for a total of $630,110.35.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:” Hopkins, Millsap, Sczepaniak, Smiles, Cornelius, Ostrem, Samalea, and Stewart.
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Frank Stewart seconded to accept and file for audit the 04/30/09 Balance Sheets, and the April Report of Accounts 101010,15,17, and 18.  Motion passed unanimously.

6.   Librarian’s Report – Director Johnston was on vacation.  Associate Director Dianne Harmon reviewed informational items included in the board packet.
- The statistics show that circulation is up 15 percent over last April’s figures.  Many libraries across the nation have seen an increase in activity since the downturn in the economy.
- The library received its first tax distribution today which met expenses.  The library did not have to take a draw on its line of credit. 
- ACTION ITEMS – No Action Items

7.  Assistant Director’s Report – As included in the Board packet.
- The Friends of the Library book sale took in about $1,000. 
- Vice President Millsap asked for a report at the next board meeting on who would be handling Assistant Director John Mozga’s responsibilities after his retirement in July. 
 
8.  Committee Reports

a)  Executive – In the absence of Personnel Chair Nancy Henricksen, President Hopkins scheduled a meeting for Thursday, May 28, 5:30 pm, Main Library, to review the 12 applications that the Search Committee has received for Library Director.

b)  Buildings and Grounds – Chair Kennedy Millsap reported on the Black Road Branch walk-through that took place on Monday, May 11th.  
- Branch Maintenance Supervisor Roosevelt Robinson is doing a good job.  His scheduled maintenance of the equipment is keeping the belts from breaking as often as they did in the past.
- Alternative options are being explored for getting rid of the black markings on the ceilings of the meetings rooms.  The library received a quote for $60,000 to eliminate the problem which, in the current economic climate, is too costly to include in the budget.
- The Board asked to see a landscape maintenance schedule which has been included in this month’s board packet.

c)  Finance – No report.

d) Personnel – No report.
 
e) Program – No Report.


f) Technology – No Report

9.  Unfinished Business – None

10. New Business – None


11. Staff Reports – As included in the Board packet. 

Associate Director – Dianne Harmon
The “Taking Charge of Change” workshop for staff was well received.  There will be follow-up training in June and July with culmination at the Staff Institute in August.  Mrs. Harmon requested the Board’s authorization to change the Staff Institute date from August 7th to August 21st.
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Kennedy Millsap seconded to authorize closing the library on August 21st so that staff could participate in the Staff Institute Day.  Motion passed unanimously.
 
12. Public Participation – None


13. Announcements - 
- A flier is included in the packet on a “Basic Illinois Library Law for Trustees” workshop.  Please tell Mary Jane Bank if you are interested in attending and she will register you

14. Adjournment
MOTION:  Kennedy Millsap moved and Emmie Ostrem seconded to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.   Motion passed unanimously.
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