Joliet Public Library

Library Trustees Monthly Board Meeting
 February 16, 2006

7:30 p.m. – Main Library


1. Convene and Call to Order
President Ron Cornelius called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  A Moment of Silence followed to honor the memory of former Library Trustee John Allen who passed away earlier in the week.


2. Roll Call
Present were Trustees Cornelius, Emmie Ostrem, Lynn Samalea, Dan Hopkins, Oscar Edmon, and Nancy Henricksen.  Kennedy Millsap arrived at 7:34 p.m.  Staff present were James Johnston, John Mozga, Dianne Harmon, Darlene Bull, Ed Rodriguez, and Nancy Johnson.


3. Agenda Revisions - None

4. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Oscar Edmon moved and Lynn Samalea seconded to accept the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of January 19, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.


5. Treasurer’s Report 
Dan Hopkins moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and authorize for payment the February 16, 2006 Accounts Payable for $108,823.86, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $175,878.30, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 01/27/06 and 02/10/06 in the amount of $45,144.67 for a total of $329,846.83.
Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:” Cornelius, Ostrem, Samalea, Hopkins, Edmon, Millsap, and Henricksen.
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept and file for audit the 01/31/06 Balance Sheet, and the January Report of Accounts 101010, 15, 17, 18.  Motion passed unanimously.


6. Librarian’s Report was presented by Director Johnston as attached.
-January statistics show circulation up at the Main Library by 13 percent while at the Branch circs were up by 10 percent.  At that rate, JPL should exceed one million checkouts sometime in 2006.
-WIFI (Wireless Internet Connection) is up and running at the Branch and the Main Library.
-Main Library Renovation
Improved lighting will be part of the renovations to the Main library.  New third-floor restrooms and renovations to the old second floor and lower level restrooms are proposed.  The old lower level restrooms, currently staff-only restrooms, may be changed to public restrooms. The first floor west wing will house materials and services for the very young.  Updating the old lower level restrooms for public use will make it easier for the west wing to be used as an activity center for the very young. The Ottawa Street entrance will be refitted with sliding doors.  The north wall of the vestibule will be opened for direct access to the second-floor stairs.  Patrons walking through the Ottawa Street entrance will clearly see the circulation desk straight ahead where the old metal shelving now is (and where the circulation desk used to be located). Ten years of growth is expected from these renovations.  Total necessary renovations could cost up to $3.2 million.  The City has committed to giving us $1.5 million in incremental payments.  Hopefully they will provide additional funding to complete all necessary renovations when the first stage of the project has been completed. 
- Projections for library service on the far-west side of Joliet currently estimate the need  for a facility half to two-thirds the size of the Black Road Branch.


7. Assistant Librarian’s Report as included in the Board packet.

8. Committee Reports
 
Executive Committee – No Report. 
Building and Grounds Committee – No Report.  
Finance Committee – No Report. 
Personnel Committee – No Report
Program Committee – No Report 
Automation Committee–  No Report.

9. Unfinished Business – None

10. New Business - None 

11. Staff Reports –  As included in the Board packet.  Dianne Harmon invited all present to attend the rally at the state capitol on March 1 to celebrate Illinois Library Day.  Concern over recent funding cutbacks to libraries will be part of the agenda.


12. Public Participation – None


13. Announcements – None
   
14. Adjournment
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and Lynn Samalea seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.






