Joliet Public Library

Library Trustees Monthly Board Meeting
March 17, 2005

7:30 p.m. – Main Library


1. Convene and Call to Order
President Ron Cornelius called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Dianne Harmon led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


2. Roll Call
Present were Trustees Cornelius, Emmie Ostrem, Dan Hopkins, Oscar Edmon, Nancy Henricksen, James Sczepaniak, and Carmen Morales.  Staff present were James Johnston, John Mozga, Dianne Harmon, Darlene Bull, Nancy Johnson, Allen Totherow, and Mary Jane Bank.


3. Agenda Revisions – None.

4. Auditor’s Report
Nancy Ciolkosz from Knutte & Associates reported on the findings of the FY2004 audit.  The Library has a “healthy fund balance,” the controls are working well, and the figures came in under budget in all accounts.  The year ended with enough reserve funds to keep the operation fluid.
The Board asked that, in future audits, the cover letter be amended as follows: include a date; write the first paragraph in clearer language so that the average person could better understand it; note the second page attachment on the first page.
Director Johnston explained several line item figures.  The contract expense line 535 is up due to additional computer maintenance work.  The workers’ comp expense line is up due to a higher payroll.
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept the FY2004 audit.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Cornelius, Ostrem, Hopkins, Edmon, Henricksen, Sczepaniak, and Morales.

5. Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Dan Hopkins seconded to accept the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of February 17, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.


6. Treasurer’s Report 
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to accept and authorize for payment the March 17, 2005 Accounts Payable for $72,967.12, the Checks Written Since Last Report for $194,726.14, and the Summary of Electronic Federal Tax Payments dated 02/25/05, and 03/11/05 in the amount of $42,740.23 for a total of $310,433.49.
Question:  Why was a check written to Grate Signs to fix the Branch parking lot lights?
Response:  Their cherry picker was used to replace the burned out bulbs.
Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”   Cornelius, Ostrem, Hopkins, Edmon, Henricksen, Sczepaniak, and Morales.

MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to accept and file for audit the 02/28/05 Balance Sheet, the updated 01/31/05 Balance Sheet, and the audited 12/31/04 Balance Sheet, and the February Report of Accounts 101010, 15, 17, 18.   Motion passed unanimously.


7. Librarian’s Report was presented by Director James Johnston as included in the Board packet.

Kendall County Development
The construction of the City of Joliet’s new treatment plant in Kendall County should be completed by the end of next summer.  Estimates show that, within three years, development in this area will bring 20,000 additional people who will require library service.  Now is the time to look for a library site before land prices escalate even more.  Director Johnston would like to see Joliet Public Library take the lead in planning a joint-service facility serving Joliet and neighboring library entities.  There is no money in the operating budget to set aside for this purpose. Grant monies might be available.  Impact fees would help.  The Board gave their support to Director Johnston to begin discussions with City Manager John Mezera for this project.
 
ACTION ITEMS:
MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Dan Hopkins seconded to: (1) accept the Riverboat Gaming Agreement with the City of Joliet in the amount of $224,607, and to send Director’s Johnston’s letter (that protests the reduction in Library gaming allocations) to all City Councilmen in addition to City Manager John Mezera and Finance Director Robert Fraser; and (2) authorize R. R. Donnelley to put a picture of the Main Library on its upcoming yellow pages directory.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Cornelius, Ostrem, Hopkins, Edmon, Henricksen, Sczepaniak, and Morales.
The Trustees discussed the request by the Bensenville Library to join them in observing 9-11 by being open on that day.  Joliet Public Library’s normal hours of operation on 9-11, since it falls on a Sunday this year, are 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The Trustees concluded that observance can take place during these hours of operation.  A letter will be sent to the Bensenville Library stating this action.


8. Assistant Librarian’s Report.  John Mozga presented his report as attached.  
Eagle Scout Project
The Friends’ of the Library have approved a donation not to exceed $500, subject to Library approval, for Sammy Bull’s eagle scout project to rebuild the planting area in front of the handicapped ramp on the Ottawa Street side of the Main Library.
MOTION:  Emmie Ostrem moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to approve Sammy Bull’s eagle scout project as outlined and to mount a plaque at the site in recognition of this effort when this project is completed.  Motion passed unanimously.

9. Committee Reports
 
Executive Committee – No Report. 
Building and Grounds Committee – No Report.  
Finance Committee - No Report.  Chair James Sczepaniak offered the Board’s sympathy to the family of staff Tim Bates on the death of his mother.
Personnel Committee – No Report.
Program Committee – No Report
Automation Committee–  No Report.  

10. Unfinished Business -  None


11. New Business – Emmie Ostrem said she has seen “feature” carpet borders along edges of stairs in other facilities and suggested that the stairs in the Main Library addition could be repaired by retaining the good carpeting along the edge and installing new carpeting up the middle.

12. Staff Reports – As included in the Board packet.  
Dianne Harmon hopes to have the new digital project up and running on the web site by the next Board meeting.  The project is called “Joliet Remembers” and will feature memories (photos, articles, memories) of different decades.  The first decade to be digitized is the 1940”s.
Notices to patrons that their books-on-hold are ready for pickup will be sent by e-mail (where available) starting tomorrow.


13. Public Participation – None


14. Announcements –  None
  
15. Adjournment
MOTION:  Dan Hopkins moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to adjourn at 8:52 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.







