Joliet Public Library

Building and Grounds Committee Meeting
March 16, 2004
5:00 p.m. – Main Library


Chairperson Kennedy Millsap called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Trustees present included:  James Sczepaniak, Nancy Henricksen, Emmie Ostrem, Oscar Edmon, and Kennedy Millsap.  Staff present included:  James Johnston, John Mozga, and Mary Jane Bank.

Branch Landscape Maintenance

The Library requested bids for the landscape maintenance contract of the Black Road Branch.  Twelve bids were submitted:  lowest bid was Aramark Service Master Facility Services of Downers Grove for $4,400; highest bid was Allied Landscaping of Joliet for $30,000.  Mid range was $7,000 - $8,000.  Aramark gave assurance to the Library that they were very comfortable with their bid price since they have other sites in the area and this job would help to tighten their route.  Mr. Johnston checked references, one of which was the Silver Cross medical facility on Essington Road near the Branch, and found the references to be in order.

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Nancy Henricksen seconded to accept the Aramark bid of $4,400 for the annual landscape maintenance of the Black Road Branch and to send the motion to the full Board for ratification.  Motion passed unanimously with the following Trustees voting “aye:”  Sczepaniak, Henricksen, Ostrem, Edmon, and Millsap.

Mr. Johnston commented that the Forest Preserve was moving forward on the pedestrian/bike trail that will run through the Branch site.  The landscaping for this trail includes three-and-a-half acres of prairie plantings which should substantially decrease the required landscape maintenance.

Branch Patio Garden Maintenance

The Joliet Area Garden Club submitted a proposal for the upkeep and maintenance of the Branch patio garden.  The Club suggested that young people such as scouting groups, youth needing service hours, etc. -- under the guidance of a master gardener -- perform much of the weeding and care.  Liability would be provided by both the Friends’ insurance and the Library’s insurance.  The Board responded positively to this idea, and asked that a note be sent to the garden club thanking them for their interest in the Library.

MOTION:  Emmie Ostrem moved and James Sczepaniak seconded to accept the Joliet Area Garden Club proposal for the maintenance of the Black Road Branch patio garden.  Motion passed unanimously.

Trustee Ostrem asked if trees could be planted around the patio to provide shade.  Director Johnston said he would investigate the possibility.

Branch Roof “Snow Stoppers”

Branch Manager Dianne Harmon stated at the last Board meeting that about 30 “snow stoppers” have been found lying on the ground around the Branch.  These “snow stoppers” were put on the roof to break up sheets of snow so that, when the snow melts, it will not slide off the roof in big, dangerous chunks.  Director Johnston estimated that 80 percent of the “snow stoppers” have remained on the roof.  Those that have fallen off will be collected and taken to the architect for corrective action.

Main Library Parking Lot

When the Main Library’s parking lot was constructed in 1995, a parking ticket machine was installed at the entrance.  The Library has not seen a need to implement the practice of using tickets to park in the lot, so the ticket machine has never been used.  Because it is there, however, it does cause some confusion when entering the parking lot and, also, it has been damaged.  President Sczepaniak requested that the machine be removed and stored until a need arises.  

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Oscar Edmon seconded to remove the ticket machine from the Main Library parking lot and to store it until a need for it arises.  Motion passed unanimously.

Monthly Board Meeting Day and Time

At the request of Carmen Morales, the Board was surveyed to determine if a different day and time would be acceptable to meet for the regular monthly meeting.  One Trustee was not available on Mondays.  One Trustee was not available on Tuesdays.  One Trustee was not available on Wednesdays and Fridays.  Two Trustees could not attend before 7:30 p.m. because of work and meeting commitments.  Other discussion included the following:

1. The third week of the month gives the Business Office time to complete the financial reporting.

2. Joliet City Council meets on Tuesdays.

3. The Library is closed on some Mondays because of holidays.

4. Fridays and Saturdays are taken up with personal commitments.

Board members in attendance stated that they favored continuing to meet on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m., but also stated that they were open to addressing this subject again in the future.

Director Johnston said that some groups use electronic voting for members who are unable to attend in person.  These devices include the Internet and video recording.  Proxy voting was also suggested.  Board members present asked Director Johnston to research those voting options and possible other options and present his findings to the Board at another date.

Adjournment

MOTION:  James Sczepaniak moved and Oscar Edmon seconded to adjourn at 5:55 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.








